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Manjusri, (Monju)



Classifications of “Persc
Japanese Buddhism

Manjusri, (Monju)
[of Wutai Shan]

By Koen (1207-?).H.
Monju Bosatsu: 48.9,
Uten'ou: 70.5,

Zenzai Doji: 46.2,
Daisho Rojin: 70.0,
Buddaharisanzo: 66.6.
Kamakura Period,
dated 1273.
Important Cultural
Property.

Tokyo National Museum
C1854
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Manjusri and
Vimalakirti (Monju
& Yuima)

Horyuji Pagoda
East side scene
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Mandala of 8
syllable Manjusri
(Hachi ji Monju)
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[Sarva] Akasha Garbha
(Kokuzo) the “Womb
of [Attaining all]
Space”

Boodhisattva of
“Improving Memory”

8t century Nara
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the “Womb of
[Attaining all]
Space”
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“Improving
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Dharmarajas and gurus

Japan has had only one
true Dharmaraja, Shotoku
Taishi (a posthumous title
for prince Umayado)
(573-621). He was a
ardent supporter of
Buddhism, a Buddhist
scholar and at the same
time prince regent under
the empress Suiko (554-
15 April 628). While
corroborative records of
him date as early as the
excavated palace as
Ikaruga no miya and the
founding of the Shitenno-
ji and the Wakusadera on
his estate, some have
called his existence into
question.
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Dharmarajas and gurus

In an extensive
hagiography that built up
around his persona, he
was held to have a very
precocious child given to
religions way early in his
lifetime
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Dharmarajas and gurus

In an extensive
hagiography that built up
around his persona, he
cotinued with this activity
through his you and
teenage years. In the
Asuka dera there is an
image of him as a
youthful devotee
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At the Horyuji, the To-in contains a Shoryo-in “founder’s Hall with Shotoku in it
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At the Horyuji, the To-in
contains a Shoryo-in
“founder’s Hall with an image
of a mature Shotoku in it
wearing a crown of state
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Gurus (Taishi)
Ryuumou #8%% (Sk:Nagarjuna ) Ca. 2nd century CE
mid-9th century 14t century copy
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Gurus (Taishi)
Ryuuchi 8% (Sk:Nagabodhi) Ca. 7-8t century CE
mid-9th century 14t century copy




Classifications of
Japanese Buddhis

Gurus (Taishi)

Ryuuchi %
Nagabodhi

mid-9th cent




Classifications of “Persona” in
Japanese Buddhism

Gurus (Taishi)
Kongouchi 2-fll% (Sk:Vajrabodhi
mid—-9th century
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Gurus (Taishi)
Fukuukongou 7 %= 2l (Sk:Amoghavajra, 705-774)

mid-9th century 14t century copy
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Gurus (Taishi)
Zenmui &% (Sk:Subhakarasimha, 637-735)

mid-9th century 14t century copy




Classifications of “Persona” in
Japanese Buddhism

Gurus (Taishi)
Ichigyou —4T (Ch:Xixing, 683-727)

mid-9th century 14t century copy
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Gurus (Taishi)
Keika BB % (Ch:Huiguo, 746-805)

mid—-9th century

14t century copy






